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The new Cedar House Sport Hotel, just outside old downtown Truckee, fuses contemporary angularity on the outside with Zen-like serenity on the inside. The architecture brings a fresh, almost urban look to the Sierra, while maintaining a solid connection to a more standard “Tahoe style.” It creates a stunning combination of hip yet organic, savvy yet relaxing atmosphere.

The structure is an expression of the collaborative vision and design passions of owners/designers/builders Jeff and Patty Baird and architect Ken Meffan---whom the Bairds have worked with previously on other building projects. Meffan’s long attraction to a materials-as- structure approach to design is evident throughout; much of the concrete, wood and steel is exposed.
This harsh industrialism is balanced by an equal interest in creating a connection to the earth, blending into the environment “so the building doesn’t just sit on top of the ground,” Jeff says. A reflection of the teams’ interest in green building, the hotel additionally incorporates a number of eco-friendly elements, including an energy-efficient tankless water-heating system, use of recycled building materials and a sod roof.

Juxtaposed against the more masculine exterior, the inside takes on a slightly softer ambiance; not by coincidence, it was mostly designed by Patty. In addition to soothing design, the lobby features original artwork on loan from Nevada City gallery, Julie Baker Fine Arts---work will regularly be changed out, each time featuring a new artist---as well as a cozy bar. The hotel’s 42 rooms are quiet and peaceful yet not lacking in modern conveniences, including wireless Internet access, refrigerator and LCD television.

The Bairds were inspired to create Cedar House by the joy they’ve experienced for years in small, family-run European hotels. They work with local guide companies to put the “sport” in sport hotel—offering guests a wide-range of outdoor activities including hiking, mountain biking, kayaking and horseback riding.

For more information, call (530)582-5655 or visit www.cedarhousesporthotel.com

